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NewsBy Alex
Briefs
Mullans
Western China
struck again
A magnitude 6.9 earthquake struck
China’s Qinghai province on Wednesday, causing widespread destruction in
the region. Various infrastructure issues
such as a lack of fuel at local airports and
landslide-blocked roads have hindered
aid to the mountainous region. Chinese
President Hu Jintao has sent 5,000 rescuers, including 700 soldiers, to the area
to provide assistance. The quake’s death
toll already includes more than 600 people, and is expected to rise as search and
rescue operations get underway. The U.S.
Geological Survey has said that this quake
was the strongest in the area since 1976.

New leaders in
Kyrgyzstan
Last week, President Kurmanbek Bakiyev of Kyrgyzstan was ousted; mass
protests turned into a riot in the country’s capital city. Some U.S. policymakers
were skeptical of the source of the mass
anger, as Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin announced aid for the new
Kyrgyz interim government hours after
the interim government was in place.
However, Putin denied these allegations,
and political analysts seem to agree that
Russia did not play an active part in the
revolution. As the dust has settled, the
US government seems to have decided
to recognize the new Kyrgyz government,
sending Assistant Secretary of State Robert Blake for talks with interim leader
Roza Otunbayeva.
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Dyngus Day sausage fills
Rose stomachs

Alex Mullans

Co-Editor in Chief

L

ast Monday, the Student Activities Board
held the 7th annual
Dyngus Day celebration,
with staffers giving out over
400 bratwursts with lemonade to students. The fest was
accompanied by live music
from R&B/soul singer Rudy
Currence, whose accomplishments include performing a
song featured in “The Bourne
Identity” with Matt Damon.
Doug Mann, otherwise
known as the guy who walked
around in the hot dog suit to
promote the event, told the
Thorn that “it was pretty
easy to advertise the event
because everyone was looking at me. Some people were
scared when I walked up to
them; it was awesome.”
Dyngus Day is a traditional
Polish holiday, usually celebrated the Monday following Easter; Rose’s celebration
was belated because of Spring
Break. Rose is the third place
in the United States to celebrate Dyngus Day, following South Bend, Indiana, and
Buffalo, New York.

Matthew Vargo / Rose Thorn

Rudy Currence, top-left and bottom-right, peforms for the Rose-Hulman Dyngus Day Celebration on Monday, April 12, 2010. Top-right, students indulge in free sausages as advertised all day
long by students in the sausage outfit pictured to the bottom-left.

Students and faculty discuss Rose
Alex Mullans
Co-Editor in Chief

Apple releases
iPad

On April 3, Cupertino, CA-based Apple
Inc. released its entry into the tablet computer market. That market, which before
the iPad was filled mainly with machines
running Microsoft Corp’s Windows operating system, is seeing lots of activity as
developers rush to make games, newspapers, and other applications iPad ready.
Many media critics have described the
tablet as “revolutionary” and “amazing,”
though some have found flaws with the
device. Apple said that it sold more than
300,000 iPads on release day, but international customers will have to wait, as
Apple has announced that “surprisingly
strong U.S. demand” has caused it to
move international release dates back by
a month or so.
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Dale Long/ Rose-Hulman

Above, the Astronomy Club stargaze at the Oakley Observatory. Below, Oakley Observatory Director Richard Ditteon, professor of physics and optical engineering, poses with a telescope

Rose-Hulman’s Oakley Observatory will be opening its
doors to students and visitors
from the Terre Haute area tonight from 7-11 p.m. during
an open house to celebrate the
10th anniversary of the Observatory. Visitors can use the
telescopes to observe astronomical phenomena and can
learn more about astronomy
from members of Rose-Hulman’s Astronomical Society.
Additionally, an exhibition of
NASA-collected lunar rocks
will be displayed in Moench
Commons from 2-5 p.m. and
during the open house.
The Observatory is wellequipped to study the night
sky with eight permanently
mounted telescopes protected with an advanced roll-off
roof. As is to be expected at
Rose-Hulman, the telescopes
have nearby connections for
laptops for those wishing

to perform in-depth studies. The facility also has a
special Newtonian telescope
equipped with a solar filter
that allows for the viewing of
sunspots during the day.
“The observatory enriches
our students’ education while
also allowing the community to
explore their interest in astronomy,” said Oakley Observatory
Director Richard Ditteon, professor of physics and optical
engineering. “The observatory
is a beacon of scientific discovery on the Rose-Hulman campus. We have a clear educational mission for the campus
and community, and the facilities and equipment to carry out
that mission.”
Oakley Observatory has been
enhancing Rose-Hulman astronomical knowledge since April
11, 2000; specifically, it has led
to the discovery of 33 asteroids
and has provided data for 23
student/faculty scientific papers. It has seen around 8,000
visitors in its 10-year existence.
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Bag O’ Money

By Rose Brewer

The number in each box refers the number of boxes around
and including the numbered box that need to be shaded in.
Shade in the squares to reveal a picture.

Classifieds
Now Leasing

Now renting

3 bedroom houses, spacious, EXTRA NICE
MUST SEE!
(812) 232-6977

Now renting 1 & 2 & 3 bedroom apts
9 month lease available | No pets please
Gibson Apts 234-4884

Roommates wanted
1-3 roommates wanted to share nice 4-bedroom house.
Quiet neighborhood 4.5 miles southwest of campus,
off Hulman St.
Available for summer or fall term.
$300-$350/month per person + share utilities.
(812)591-3812

Editorial Staff
Co-Editor in Chief
Co-Editor in Chief
News Editor
Entertainment Editor
Ed. Emeritus
Living Editor
Opinions Editor
Ed. Emeritus
Sports Editor
Humor Editor
Ed. Emeritus
Copy Editor
Ed. Emeritus
Photo Editor

Apartments for rent
Now renting for 3rd quarter, summer, and next fall, efficiencies, studios, and one bedroom units at Sharp Flats
East, a student community located one light east of
RHIT (0.5 miles). Our efficiencies and studios include
all utilities. We have furnished and unfurnished units,
free WiFi, great maintenance, pet friendly, and delicious
Rollie’s Pizza on our grounds.
Check us out at sharpflats.com, or contact us for a tour at
sharpflats@gmail.com or (812) 877-1146.

Now renting for fall
Studios, 1-10 bedroom units and houses on or near
south 6th street. Check us out at sharpflats.com or
you may also contact us at sharpflats@gmail.com or
at (812) 877-1146.

For rent
4 bedroom-(812) 232-0372
1-1/2 mile to campus | $210 per student
1 1/2 bath, full basement
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News

VPAA search begins
Tim Ekl
Co-Editor in Chief
Dr. Beth Cunningham has
plans for Rose-Hulman.
Cunningham, currently the
Dean of Faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University, held an hourlong Q&A session with RoseHulman faculty and staff to
discuss her application to the
newly created position of Vice
President of Academic Affairs.
Starting with a 20-minute presentation, Cunningham outlined
the needs she saw facing RoseHulman and what she would do
if hired to increase interest in
science, engineering, and mathematics (SEM) majors.

“I see a real desperate need for
scientists in the U.S. The world
is becoming more technologically based, and it’s very important
to educate the next generation of
mathematicians, scientists, and
engineers,” Cunningham said.
“It’s often that we see that the
students that enter these disciplines don’t persist and don’t
end up with a degree.”
One of Cunningham’s lead
talking points for the session
was an increased focus on interdisciplinary studies. She spoke
at length about breaking down
departmental barriers and on
producing graduates with a wide
variety of skills and knowledge.
In addition, Cunningham fo-

cused heavily on globalization
and cultural awareness. She
lauded Rose-Hulman’s current
diversity and advocated the importance of increasing even further the proportion of women
and minorities on campus at
Rose-Hulman.
“The world is becoming flatter
and globalization is becoming increasingly important. We need to
understand different languages
and different cultures,” Cunningham said. “Teams with different
backgrounds can approach issues that are being investigated in
many different ways.”
After an intense and focused
presentation, which touched on
virtually every aspect of Rose-Hul-

man, Cunningham took questions
from over 100 assembled faculty
and staff. Questions ranged from
the challenges the institution faced
to professional development opportunities for educators.
Cunningham wrapped up the
session with an affirmation to continue to encourage the passion faculty show towards their teaching.
“I think it’s really important
to have faculty engaged in some
way in their discipline. Their passion for their discipline then gets
translated back in some way to
the classroom, so if they’re doing their discipline, they can take
back that knowledge and passion
into the classroom,” Cunningham said. “It’s as simple as that.”

Beth Cunningham
in short:

Recent Positions:
• Provost and Dean of the Faculty and Professor of Physics at Illinois Weslyn
• Associate Dean of Faculty, College of Arts
& Sciences at Bucknell University
Research Experience:
• Effect of Monovalent Ions on Phosphatidylcholine Dispersions
• Interactive Forces Between Phospholipid
Bilayers
Education Experience:
• PhD in Physics at Kent State University
• M.A. in Physics at Kent State University
• B.S. in Physics at Kent State University

Want this space?
Rent it out!

50% off for
Rose-Hulman Affiliates!
thorn-biz@rose-hulman.edu

Tim Ekl / Rose Thorn

Dr. Beth Cunningham, Dean of Faculty at Illinois Wesleyan and candidate for the Vice-President of Academic Affairs position, chats with
Dr. Jim Hanson from the Civil Engineering department before her
presentation to faculty Thursday.

Grant will help college of
education build Web site
Nick Hedrick
The Indiana Statesmen
A new Web site being developed by the Bayh College of Education seeks to improve communication between communities
to help prevent K-12 dropouts.
The site was made possible
by a $15,000 grant from State
Farm Companies Foundation
and seeks to aid Indiana Dropout Prevention Teams, said Rebecca Libler, associate dean of
the college.
Libler said the Web site would
be active in the “next couple of
weeks.” While anyone will be
able to access it, she said the
site would make it easier for the
teams to collaborate.
Last fall, representatives from
62 of Indiana’s 92 counties attended a team summit to share
ideas and reports concerning dropouts, Libler said. Vigo
County was not represented.
Dean Brad Balch said the
Web site would be used to “disseminate information” to communities. For instance, he said
ideas about potential solutions
in northwest Indiana should be
made known in the southwest
part of the state.
He emphasized that the issue
of dropouts is not confined within school walls.
“This is a countywide, communitywide issue that schools
alone do not own,” Balch said.

The state’s high school graduation rate was 81.5 percent in
the 2008-2009 academic year,
according to data from the Indiana Department of Education.
The rate has gradually increased
over the past five years and stood
at 76.1 percent in 2005-2006.
Balch said that the rest of
the students do not necessarily
constitute dropouts. Instead,
some students may instead
pursue a GED or simply take
longer to complete their high
school degree.
Nationwide, 68.6 percent of
high school students graduated
in 2006, the latest year available
for statistics from the National
Center for Higher Education
Management Systems Information Center.
In January, Balch presented
statistics to a leadership conference about the impact high
school dropouts have on the
nation’s economy. Over the
course of a lifetime, a single
dropout costs the nation about
$260,000 in lost earnings, according to the figures he presented. Considering around 1.2
million U.S. students drop out
each year, dropouts from the
class of 2008 lost $319 billion
in lifetime income.
The new Web site will be linked
through the Indiana Department
of Education’s site, Libler said.
Special interactive material will
be available for members of the
dropout teams to access.
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“Kickback” reminds us why we like indie comics
Eli Baca
Staff Writer
David Lloyd: A name sure to
catch the attention of most comic book fans, and maybe even
some movie-goers. For the unaware, Lloyd is a British comic
writer and artist, best known for
his art in Alan Moore’s classic
story “V for Vendetta.” In 2005,
he created a crime-noir thriller,
Kickback, for French publisher
Editions Carabas, which was later published in the US and UK
by Dark Horse Comics.
Kickback focuses on Joe
Canelli, a crooked cop in a
crooked city, who sets out to discover why a gang leader and his
goons were taken out. During
the detective story, Canelli also
tries to uncover his mysterious
past through piecing together
memories of time lost—the murders won’t get solved until he
also figures out what trauma
occurred to him when he was a
little boy.
The story is choppy and noirstyle, a perfect detective story
for fans of the genre. The scenes
are cut and pasted together in a

very fast-paced way, leaving embedded readers almost gasping
for air—or just having to re-read
some of the pages to make sure
they got all the information.
The book only slows down during Canelli’s dreams where he
is encased in a blue room filled
with metal wirings, then the
dream sequence takes over and
the reader is left to figure out
exactly what happened to poor
young Joe.
Lloyd gets more scrutiny
nowadays due to his fame, as
he should, but he manages to
bat away the critics easily with
his amazing artistic style in
Kickback. The different color
schemes he uses make the different scenes that much more
noir and mysterious. The blue
tint of the dreamscapes makes
the reader really go into another
reality, and the brown overlays
of the shooting scenes really
bring the comic home. The art
fuels the comic; when the writing dies down a little, the art
is there to keep the flow of the
story alive.
Not only does Lloyd use his
color palette very well, but the

http://www.darkhorse.com

size and usage of his panels are
amazing. A lot of comic artists
love to splash a scene across two
pages—one shot for the two pages to get all the detail and gore
of the shot, but not Lloyd. For
his shooting scenes especially,

“Hot Tub Time Machine” is a good
start to the summer season
Hobey Tam
Staff Writer
John Cusack (“2012”), Craig
Robinson (“Zach and Miri”),
Clark Duke (“Sex Drive”), and
Rob Corddry (“Harold and Kumar
2”) star in this blackout comedy
filled with new generation hilarity
in the vintage setting of our parents’ generation, the 80s.
Beginning with the present day,
estranged friends reunite together
after Lou (played by Corddry) allegedly attempts to commit suicide. To help their ex-best friend,
they take him back to the ski resort
where they held their treasured
times consisting of drinking, partying, females, and altered states
of mind. Of course, the twist in
the plot comes when they discover hot tub mentioned in the title.
Just as the title suggests, said hot
tub takes them back to the critical
points in their life that took lace
at this very ski resort. Which they

must ful“The Hangover,”
fill their
a comedy dear
destinies
to many of our
before it
hearts. “Hot Tub
is time to
Time Machine”
go back
has its movie moto the real
ments in great
time. Try
theme and plot
to keep up
development in
with the
between the drop
four prodead laughs. It
tagonists
has set the bar
in
their
high for summer
quest to
comedies. Thus I
quench
urge you to kick
their lust
off the summer
whilst upblockbuster right
holding
with “Hot Tub
http://www.shokya.com
their morTime Machine.”
als and livers as they relive their However, beware: it will feel as if
younger, debaucherous lives.
someone kicked you in the liver
Right as the R rating cuts to the after this picture.
opening scene, Craig Robinson
kills it. Perfect timing and great
Review rating: 4 elephants
lines make this comedy a mustsee for anyone wanting to have
a good time. It is comparable to

Dan Black: “UN”
Ben Smith
Monkey Writer
Dan Black’s breakthrough in the
UK came when he posted a mashup
of Notorious B.I.G.’s “Hypnotize”
and Rihanna’s “Umbrella” title
“HYPNTZ” to his MySpace. Now
his debut album has arrived in the
States, and it builds on the influences of that track to mixed effect.
The album’s lead track, “Symphonies,” shows the clearest influence of the mix of hip-hop style
beats and R&B instrumentation—
the drum line is a near replica of
Rihanna’s smash hit, and this contrasts nicely with the angelic instrumentation providing the rest of the
song’s backbeat. Other songs that

blend these disshows
during
parate influences
much of the rest
nicely are “Ecof the album. It’s
stasy” (which feaeasy to see what’s
tures some great
influenced Dan
beatboxing as part
Black’s
debut
of its instrumenalbum; this is
tation) and “Coalso its downcoon,” a slower
fall. There aren’t
track.
enough tracks
Other
than
that feel like an
these
songs,
original extenthough,
there’s
sion of these inhttp://www.wikipedia.com
not much else to
fluences to truly
recommend on UN. Black’s whiny recommend checking out the entire
vocals ruin the choruses of “U + album.
Me” and “Yours,” and the swagger
Reviewer rating: 2.5 elephants
he displays in tracks like “Pump My
Pumps” and “I Love Life” doesn’t
fit with the more sensitive side he

he puts little snippets into the
page, making each page have
about six to eight panels, each
of a different shot of the scene,
bring reality into the comic and
keeping the quick pace of a real
shoot-out. The nitty-gritty of the

art serves to take the detective
story to another level and make
Kickback a novel worth reading.
Independent (indie) comics
have been gaining ground in
recent years on DC Comics and
Marvel, and with Kickback, indie
continues that fight for viewers.
Comics like Kickback are why indie comics are becoming a whole
new and awesome genre for
readers. No longer do fans only
have to read the mind-blowing,
all-encompassing stories of DC
and Marvel, instead they can
pick up an indie comic like Kickback and get totally immersed in
an amazing story and not have to
worry about getting hooked into
a multi-year story arc. Publishers like Dark Horse are coming
out with fantastic little stories
that should catch people’s interest. If this year’s movie Kick-Ass
is any tale of what’s to come,
then every indie standalone
comic has the potential to be a
major motion picture.
Review rating: 4 elephants

Music:

Movies:

Freelance Whales
Weathervanes

Clash of the Titans

MGMT
Congratulations
Josh Rouse
El Turista
Dr. Dog
Shame, Shame
David Byrne & Fatboy
Slim
Here Lies Love
Coheed and Cambria
Year of the Black
Rainbow
Inspectah Deck
Manifesto
Fear Factor
Mechanize

Date Night
How to Train Your
Dragon
Kick-Ass
Death at a Funeral
The Joneses
Games:
Splinter Cell:
Conviction
(360, PC)
Just Cause 2
(360, PS3, PC)
Cave Story
(Wii Ware)
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A state school adventure

Melissa Schwenk

Living Editor
The last Friday of spring break,
my roommate, my best friend, and
I attended a party at Purdue. My
roommate’s cousin was throwing
it and since we had nothing better
to do, we stopped by on our way to
Terre Haute from Chicago.
I had never been to a party
before coming to Rose and my
experience with parties outside
those at Rose and other private
institutions before this was nonexistent. I didn’t know what to
expect but was very excited at the
prospect of meeting some new
boys, since Rose obviously has a
severe shortage in that department. Unfortunately I was disappointed with the party in general;
here are a few of my reasons for
finding Rose parties better.
First of all, when the boys at
Purdue do the “Frat Snap,” they
aren’t doing it ironically. I have
several friends who can do said
snap; I have never seen a single
one of this do it seriously. Most
of the time, they do it as a joke.
In contrast, several of the boys
at the party did it every time
they were successful at anything.
While some might consider this a
primal way of attracting a mate, I
find it annoying. I don’t need to
be alerted by snapping to the fact
that you just made out with a girl.
Secondly, no one at Rose has
ever tried to pick me up right after they told me they go to class
blazed. The person I happened

to be talking to was a CS major
with a Philosophy minor so their
work probably won’t end up killing anyone when they mess up,
which is lucky. I am not impressed, as I’m sure most Rose
girls aren’t, by slackers who
announce to anyone and everyone that school doesn’t matter.
What you do on your own time
is your own business and I don’t
need to know about it. I’d much
rather you tell me something
nerdy than try to impress me
with your social deviance. Save
that for the third date.
On top of this disappointment
with the boys, the party contained more drama than my high
school career. For example, two
of the hosts spent the entire night
arguing about one of the guests;
this specific guest had gotten on
the bad side of one of the hosts
for a reason no one could remember. On our way out the door
on a TBR, my roommate, friend,
and I were dragged into a conversation about whether or not
we agreed that the guest should
be allowed to stay. Not only did I
not care either way, I was hungry
and wanted to be on my way to
a burrito, not discussing people I
didn’t know and would probably
never see again.
While I wouldn’t say the experience was a waste, I don’t think
I will be travelling back to Purdue for a party any time in the
near future. I’ll take nerdy conversations over state school kids
any day.

www.recsports.umich.edu

A group of state school kids demonstrate what the Living Editor experienced over break: frat snaps, drama, and irrelevant gang signs.

Why we’re going to the career fair
Although I have a job, I need to improve my
Career Fairing skills.
-Andrew Klusman, Sports Editor
I’m going for the free stuff. I don’t care about
finding a job right now.
-Tim Ekl, Co-Editor in Chief
I feel the need to visit those who have gone
before me.
-Noël Spurgeon, Flipside Editor

Advertisement

Eyes on
IFC
Here’s what your Greek
community will be up to:
The Greek Games will be
hosted this year on Sunday, May 2nd starting
at 1:00 PM. The event
will consist of all seven
fraternities and three
sororities competing in
the Blood Drive, Chariot
Race, Greek Field Events,
Tug of War, Relay Race,
Pyramid, and the Eating
Contest. Everyone is encouraged to come out for
the good time.

Greek of the Year Awards:
Pi Kappa Alpha Greek of
the Year: Sean Cody
Lambda Chi Alpha Greek
of the Year: Cody White
Delta Sigma Phi Greek
of the Year: Lucas Weir.
Also, they raised over
$4,000 for March of
Dimes at their Basketball Marathon on March
27th.
Fiji Greek of the Year:
Matthew Baber

Alpha Tau Omega Greek
of the Year: Cody Barron
Triangle Greek of the
Year: Peter Wenzel
Theta Xi Greek of the
Year: Ben Campbell.
Also, Theta Xi will be
hosting their Smoke for
the Cure on April 23rd at
which all proceeds will go
to the American Cancer
Society.
Sigma Nu Greek of the
Year: James Dalton

Meet your Greeks
Name: Kyle Roberts
Fraternity:
Triangle
Fraternity
Year: Senior
Major: Mechanical engineering with aerospace
concentration
Hometown: Plainfield,
Indiana
Future: Plans to enter the job market after
graduation

Accomplishments
while at Rose: Triangle Fraternity President
2009
When asked “What
was the biggest benefit you received from
going
Greek
here
at
Rose-Hulman?”:
There is no question that
you have a great group of
friends within any Fraternity, but I feel the big-

5

gest benefit for me has
been taking advantage of
the multiple leadership
opportunities that are
available.

I really don’t want to spend another summer
in the pharmacy getting hit on by people
without teeth.
-Melissa Schwenk, Living Editor
I’m going to look at the pretty pictures and
displays.
-Alex Mullans, Co-Editor in Chief
I’m not.
-Colin DeClue, Entertainment Editor

How to: enjoy spring
Melissa Schwenk
News Editor
I’m a big fan of springtime; campus comes alive with activity, the
trees burst into color, and flip-flops
become the most common form of
footwear. The few weeks between
the blustery cold of winter and the
oppressive heat of summer should
be enjoyed as much as possible.
Here are a few ideas for enjoying
the weather that you may not have
thought of.
For all the artistic types out there,
grab your art supplies and head outside. Rose has
many beautiful landscapes
just
waiting
to be painted
and sidewalks
just waiting to
be chalked. If
you don’t have
drawing skills,
challenge
a
friend to a
photo contest.
Head outside
and see who
can get the coolest pictures.
If you’d rather enjoy the scenery
than capture it, grab a book and
head outside. Whether it’s a textbook or a book for pleasure, being
outside will make the book more
enjoyable.
For the people obsessed with
food like I am, head to the store
and buy the necessary supplies for
a cook out. Rose has a few charcoal
grills scattered around campus for
general use. With a larger group,
have people bring side dishes and
desserts. If you don’t want scavengers at your cook out, head to one
of the parks in town. Deming Park
not only has grills for public use but
also a Frisbee golf course where you

“

can work off the four hot dogs, two
hamburgers, and three ears of corn
you just ate.
Once the sun has gone down,
head outside to go stargazing.
Even if your knowledge of astronomy leaves something to be
desired, stargazing can be a fun
activity for a group or a couple.
See who can come up with the
weirdest shape in the sky or the
funniest background story for a
known constellation.
For those of you who think you
have too much homework to go
outside, try these ideas. Charge
your battery all the
way before heading outside so you
don’t get all set up
only to have to go
back inside. If you
have an old battery
that doesn’t hold a
charge anymore,
invest in a long
extension cord you
can run out your
window or door.
If you don’t want
to take your laptop
outside, sort out all the homework
that doesn’t require it before heading outdoors.
Freshmen should remember
that laking their RAs and SAs is
required before they can become
sophomores and spring is the perfect time to do so. Just make sure
anything valuable is already out
of their pockets before you throw
them in.
Hopefully you will make the
most of this season. Spring
doesn’t last long and the Sprint
to the Finish has already begun.
Before you know it summer break
will be here, so don’t put off hanging out with friends and going
outside. Happy Springtime.

Freshmen should
remember
that
laking their RAs
and SAs is required
before they can become sophomores.

”
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Staff view: Bandwidth limits may be too strict

Photo illustration by Alex Mullans
Hulu. Download.com. Skype.
YouTube. Netflix. If you’ve ever
gone over Rose-Hulman bandwidth limits, you’re probably familiar with one of those sites. Indeed, the ever-growing amount
of bandwidth-hungry Web 2.0
services has made it harder for
a lot of Rose-Hulman students
to stay under those one-day and
three-day limits.
Bandwidth limits are necessary, as campus learned during
the month of April, 2008, when
IAIT and the Academic Technology Committee decided to
remove bandwidth limits and al-

locate at least one-third of Internet bandwidth to the residence
halls at all time, with the routers set to increase that allocation
when academic building use was
low. At the time, this act of good
faith by IAIT and ATC turned
out to cause huge performance
issues across the campus network. IAIT’s website reports that
“a number of students contacted
IAIT following the elimination
of the bandwidth quotas,” with
the majority of those students
reporting that “the removal of
the bandwidth quotas has had
a deleterious effect on network

SERiouSLy.
Grammar Boy here, to clarify something
I know you’ve been worried about: what’s
the difference between “multi-” and “inter-”? Don’t know? You’ve looked at “multidisciplinary” and “interdisciplinary” or
“multicultural” and “intercultural” and said
“tomayto, tomahto”?
They’re not at all the same, as it turns out.
Whether you’re combining disciplines or
cultures, “multi-” emphasizes differences,
while “inter-” stresses similarities. More to
the point, “multi-” is a mixture, while “inter-” is a compound. A multidisciplinary
analysis of a problem—illegal immigration, say—considers the problem first from
one angle, then from another, keeping its
terms and lenses separate. An economist
speaks about the problem, then a political
scientist, then a sociologist, say. There’s no
hybridity, no cross-fertilizing. An interdisciplinary analysis, by contrast, constantly
crosses borders and transgresses discourses, creating new sub-disciplines. (Q: “Mommy, where did I come from?” A: “Well, little
Immigration Studies, sometimes when
two disciplines love each other very, very
much…”)
I care about this because the word “multicultural” has the twin disadvantages of
sounding sterile and calling to mind the culture wars of the 1990s, when everything got
hyphenated (overnight I became a “BritishGerman-Welsh-French-drop-of-BlackfootAmerican”). I don’t love the word, and I
admit I don’t love the concept. The concept
is that, though we live together in this country, we each belong to, and are defined by,
the subgroups that make us up. The main
image of multiculturalism is not the old one
of the melting pot, but the salad bar, with
disparate items that get tossed together
(raisins? sunflower seeds? Jell-o?) or that
can be tossed out if one is a picky eater.

performance.”
However, the current bandwidth limits do not reflect the increased need for bandwidth in a
Web 2.0 world. Perhaps the most
difficult part of the current bandwidth restriction is the “double
jeopardy” that frequently occurs
when an individual goes over
their one-day limit, and then
crosses their three-day limit in
large part because of the bandwidth used that first day. To this
end, the first logical step in reducing bandwidth overages is a
removal or increase of the threeday limit. Currently, the 3 giga-

Mark Minster
Interculturalism—Lord, that’s an ugly
word—is a better concept. It’s not a salad
bar, items picked and chosen, but remaining discrete. It’s not a melting pot--which
isn’t realistic, or productive, or even all that
tasty, everything puréed into a texture-less
paste. Instead, it’s like a vinaigrette, where
things that are great on their own are made
better together. Vinegar is bright and bracing, oil is smooth and supple, but emulsify
them, and you have vinaigrette, its own
thing.
This happens with cultures, when immigrants marry natives. It happens with food,
when New World ingredients meet Old
World cuisines. It happens with languages,
when Normans frenchify the English language. It happens with disciplines, which
should come with Punnett squares.
Since “interculturalism” is an ugly, ugly
word I’m immediately sorry for using, why
not just keep the word “diversity,” which is
a good 13th-century Norman word? Chaucer used it. “Cosmopolitan” is a nice word,
too, but it has connotations of froofy martinis and pointy-fingered, lofty-nostriled
erudition, which are unfortunate. “Diversity” is about distinctions without absolute difference, and it, too, happens with
languages, and disciplines—try graduating without this!—and cultures, as when a
Seder table sits beside a Nowruz table and
an Easter table, and with food, as when a
WASPy New Englander like myself bakes
Lebanese cookies and stirs up Syrian bazerghan, and consults a cookbook signed by
a hefty Georgian man from the best street in
the Midwest, Devon Avenue, on the north
side of Chicago, where people from Pakistan, India, Morocco, Korea, Israel, Iran,
and Dubai live right near each other, not
melted, not picked apart, but whisked and
emulsified.

byte per day limit (a gigabyte,
or GB, is about 600 songs or 2-3
compressed movies) is really a
1.5 GB per day limit if the individual wishes to avoid going over
the three-day limit while consuming a consistent amount of
bandwidth. It’s also worth noting that last year, available bandwidth doubled from 45 megabytes per second (a megabyte, or
MB, is about .001 GB) to 100 MB
per second, but bandwidth limits
did not observe a commensurate
increase.
While the singular step of removing the three-day limit would
go a long way towards alleviating
the bandwidth woes of many students, it seems necessary to consider raising the oen-day limit
as well. Three GB in a 24-hour
period seems almost trivial when
one considers that most fulllength games one could purchase
through Steam run between 8
and 12 GB, and that an average
Netflix Instant Watch flick can
take as much as 1.5 GB. These
limits create somewhat of a disincentive to purchase the content, because of the headaches
involved with downloading the
content (Steam has no meter of
exactly how much it downloads,
forcing users to rely exclusively
on the Rose bandwidth monitors or other tools of their own
to try and stay under the limit);
this disincentive might lead users
to “obtain” content they want to
play or watch from other, less legitimate sources, so as not to risk
the reduced bandwidth punishment for using too much.
It is important to note that
while there are good arguments
for raising the current limits,
Rose-Hulman simply doesn’t
have the necessary bandwidth
to support unlimited usage. Part

Concurring: 15
Dissenting: 0
Abstentions: 1
of this imbalance between available bandwidth and usage comes
from the very nature of Rose itself: excepting those who live off
campus, almost everyone from
the applied biologists to the physics majors uses a decent amount
of bandwidth. In fact, the nature
of many a Rose-Hulman student
is to escape from homework into
a game, a movie, or perhaps a
Skype chat using the portal that
is the required student laptop.
While watching 5 episodes
of South Park on a Friday night
may not seem like much in and
of itself, in aggregate, these types
of activity can put quite a strain
on the campus network. Also,
complete removal of bandwidth
caps would lead to an immediate increase in traffic, as a nontrivial portion of students would
doubtless see the lack of caps as
an incentive to use BitTorrent or
LimeWire to access those technologies’ vast array of (not always legal) content.
In summary, bandwidth limits
are necessary at Rose-Hulman,
because they provide a deterrent
for exterior file-sharing and because Rose simply doesn’t have
the bandwidth to allow everyone
“all-you-can-eat” access. But, the
current limits are not adequate
for many students’ needs, given
the vast array of high-volume
content that is now accessed directly over the Internet. By removing the 3-day limit and raising the 1-day limit, bandwidth
overages by students would be
greatly reduced.

Activists need to get informed
about issues from unbiased source
Kyle Schmelz
Guest Writer
Some polls say that as much as 46% of
Americans approve of the Republican party, while others claim the rating is as low
as 25%. There is no doubt, however, that
Republican support is on the rise. Over the
past several months, the Tea Party movement and other grassroots efforts among
conservatives across the nation have been
feeding approval ratings for the GOP. The
Tea Party is not fully in support of the Republican Party—the current Tea Party Express tour’s slogan is “just vote them out,”
and that definitely extends to a significant
portion of the Republican party. However, the Tea Party is definitely feeding the
GOP’s approval ratings, and it seems like
an enormous amount of people are getting
involved in politics through the Tea Party
movement.
However, many protestors and activists seem confused as to what they actually want. Many Tea Party activists support the idea of small government and the
reduction of government spending, but
fight tooth and nail to retain Medicare and
Social Security benefits. They rail against
President Obama’s many supposed tax
increases, but seem to forget two points:
first, that the President cannot actually
write laws, and second, that the only tax
increases imposed under his administra-

tion so far are on those earning at least
six-figure salaries. Taxes have actually
been cut for many in the lower tax brackets.
The Tea Party has shown a large resurgence in political energy among the
citizenry, but to what end? By and large,
most Tea Party supports just seem to
mimic talking points put forward by the
conservative media. Quotes from Tea
Party supporters can be traced directly
to statements made by Fox News pundits
and conservative radio show hosts such as
Rush Limbaugh. One thing they seem to
have forgotten is that political media, both
conservative and liberal, at best distort
the facts and, disturbingly often, outright
lie in order to garner support among their
viewers.
While it is always nice to see people
standing up for what they believe in and
taking part in the political process, here is
my advice to any who look toward the Tea
Party for inspiration: do your research
first. Take the time to read as much as you
can about each issue you care about—seek
out as much unbiased media as you can,
and if you can’t find any, try to get the issue from both sides and sift out the truth
yourself. Don’t get caught up in all of the
political anger and excitement without
first ensuring your opinions are based on
fact and not rhetoric.

Got opinions?
Send them to

thorn-opinions@rose-hulman.edu
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Rose men’s lacrosse defeats Wabash College
Tim Ekl

Sports

Rose, Manchester
split pair of 1-0
softball games

Rose-Hulman News

Co-Editor in Chief
The Rose-Hulman men’s lacrosse club reached a decisive victory
over Wabash College March 27. Led by president Preston Render,
senior mechanical engineering major, the Engineers held a formidable
lead for most of the game, finishing 14-3.

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology and Manchester
College split a pair of 1-0 matchups in Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference softball play on Sunday afternoon.
Senior Jordan Goslee tossed a pair of complete games
and allowed just one run in 13 innings of work to lead the
team’s effort.
In the opener, Manchester scratched out one run in the
sixth inning for a 1-0 win. The Spartans relied on a double
by Annie Hernandez and a sacrifice fly by Amy Hommema to plate their only run.
Kristi Brown picked up the win with a complete-game
six-hitter with seven strikeouts. Goslee allowed just four
hits and no walks with five strikeouts in the opener.
Offensively, senior Brittany Bernthold slapped two singles to lead the Engineer offense.
In the nightcap, Goslee allowed just four hits and no
walks once again with 10 strikeouts to earn her sixth win
of the season and her school record 14th career shutout.
She outdueled Erica Bush in game two, who allowed nine
hits with four strikeouts.
Rose-Hulman scored its lone run in the third inning.
Sophomore Meghan Canary opened the inning with a
single and advanced to third on a hit by Bernthold. Junior
Kayla Yano brought home Canary with an RBI single.
Yano led the offense with three hits. Bernthold, Canary
and freshman Brianne Widmoyer added two hits each for
the balanced attack.
Rose-Hulman stands 11-9 overall and 6-2 in league
matches, while Manchester is 14-11-1 and has a 3-1 mark
in league play. The Engineers return to action next Sunday at Mount St. Joseph.

Baseball retains No.
18 national ranking

Rose-Hulman News

Mike Reis / Rose Thorn

The Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology baseball
team retained its No. 18 ranking in the d3baseball.com
weekly national poll released on Tuesday.
Rose-Hulman stands 20-6 overall and holds a percentage points lead in the Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference standings at 8-3 overall. The Engineers have won
their last four contests, including a three-game sweep of
Mount St. Joseph last weekend.
Rose-Hulman has compiled a .359 batting average as
a team with 67 doubles and 16 home runs this season.
Senior Tim Tepe has smashed a team-high six home
runs along with 10 doubles, while junior Michael Kovacs
smashed three home runs last week.
Offensively, junior Chris Stemple leads Rose-Hulman
with a .432 batting average, 48 hits and 12 doubles. Tepe
and Kovacs have added 40 hits each, and senior Kirk
Thompson has a .421 batting average with six doubles and
25 RBIs this season.
On the mound, senior Derek Eitel stands 4-1 with a 2.45
earned run average in 44 innings of work. Eitel has allowed just 33 hits with 56 strikeouts. Senior Nick Maloney
provides depth at 4-0 with a 3.42 earned run average. Eitel and Maloney have combined for three HCAC Pitcher of
the Week Awards this season.

Engineer Scoreboard
Track and Field

April 3
Rose-Hulman		
at DePauw		

Men’s — 4th
Women’s — 8th

Men’s Tennis
7-7 (4-2 HCAC)

April 6
Rose-Hulman		
at Hawaii Pacific		

1
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Men’s Golf

April 10-11
Rose-Hulman		
10th place
at Defiance Invitational

Baseball
20-6 (8-3 HCAC)
April 10
Rose-Hulman
at Mt. St. Joseph

Game 1 — 5-5
Game 2 — 6-14

Softball
11-9 (6-2 HCAC)
April 11
Rose-Hulman
at Manchester

Game 1 — 0-1
Game 2 — 1-0
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By Kurtis Zimmerman

Mickelson earns
third green jacket
Coming in at 5 under par this past weekend at the Augusta National, Phil Mickelson
came through to earn a third Masters victory
in his golfing career. Making perhaps a career-defining shot from the trees to set up for
a much-needed birdie at the 13th hole, Mickelson was able to clench a lead that he would
fail to relinquish for the rest of the course.
Close behind was Lee Westwood, just three
strokes back. Despite the drama surrounding
Tiger Woods’ return to the professional golf
circuit, Phil, known more commonly by his
nickname, “Lefty,” was the one celebrating after the eighteenth hole with his wife, who, just
last year, was diagnosed with breast cancer.
Attaining his third green jacket, Mickelson
nabbed his fourth major championship.

Marshall to receive
$47.5m as Dolphin
The Denver Broncos announced Wednesday they would be trading wide receiver
Brandon Marshall to the Miami Dolphins for
second-round draft picks for the next two
seasons. Making Marshall the highest-paid
receiver in NFL history, the $47.5 million
deal encompasses four years of play and surpasses the previous record of about $10 million a year which Arizona’s Larry Fitzgerald
claimed. Marshall caught 101 passes for over
1,000 yards last season, leaving a gap to be
filled by the Broncos, who have now acquired
three picks in the first two rounds. The Miami Dolphins, now armed with a powerful
receiver, find themselves lacking defensively
and with an often troubled receiver in Marshall. Just last summer, the talented receiver
was suspended for throwing a tantrum during training camp. Miami was able to nab the
talented receiver before interest from Seattle,
Tampa Bay, and even the Jets could grab him.

Bulls face internal
disagreement
After Chicago Bulls coach played Joakim
Noah for nearly 27 minutes in their recent
game against the Celtics, vice president John
Paxson allegedly tried to provoke a fight with
Vinny Del Negro over his risky decision. Unnamed sources say they saw Paxson grab Del
Negro by his tie and jab at his chest threateningly after the March 30 game at the United
Center. Noah, who has been suffering from
plantar fasciitis in his left foot, had been determined to play for only a predefined time limit
by the team’s officials; ignoring this agreement, Del Negro put the player in for longer
to clench the win over Boston. “It’s an organizational issue, and we’re going to handle it
internally,” Tim Hallam, Bulls media relations
director told the press. Calling the off-thecourt issue irrelevant, coach Del Negro does
not seem the least bit shaken up by the event
and plans to continue competing as usual.

Do you have your television perpetually set to ESPN,
ESPN2, ESPN Classic or the
Golf Channel?
Want to write for sports?
Then e-mail
thorn-sports@rosehulman.edu
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Wacky prof quotes
“We need to attach a spoiler
alert to you.”
— Dr. Mrs. Holder, plot
twist protector.

James Zhou

Lic e n s e d p u s h e r o f b u t t o n s

“I’m Tom Mason and I
haven’t been arrested in
years! I’m the perfect person for this business!”
— Dr. Mason. He could
tell you what this business is, but he’d have to
kill you.

Ever since the economy went emo,
the job market hasn’t been looking
that great for college graduates. Even
at Rose, expectations have gone down
as to where, if anywhere, we’ll be able
to find work. Let’s look back at a representative cross section, by major, of
our recent graduates to see where they
ended up.
[Ed. note: On the other hand, it
could be worse... think of all the poor
Purdon’t graduates who won’t even
ascend to rubber stamp applicator.
On a completely different but related
note, remember to ask your local street
sweeper how his Boilermakers are doing this season.]

Overanalyzed: Tiny
things

Top
“10”
Ten
Ways that T9 can ruin your
relationship

Noël Spurgeon

Lar g e r t h an l i f e

Matt Melton

For a country that gets a lot of flak for being the home of Big Macs,
big oil, and big hair, Americans have an obsession with tiny things.
Tiny cars, tiny dogs, tiny iPods that you can actually manage to lose if
you put them in your pocket... the smaller it is, the better. But is tiny
really worth it? The Rose Thorn sends one intrepid, underpaid, and
uncivilized adventurer to find out.
Tiny cars— Okay, here I kind of see the appeal. Maybe you want
to save on gas, maybe it’s just you and your six cats at home, or maybe
you just want to get out of helping friends move FOREVER. But there’s
a point where it gets ridiculous. I mean, if I wanted to have an uncomfortably cramped 30-minute commute to work, I’d just use public
transportation (although the lack of hobo smell is a bonus). It’s like
being the only sardine in a custom-made can... a can that’s going to end
up compacted if you hit anything while you’re driving along with your
knees up your nostrils.
Tiny candy bars— They say ‘fun size’, but really, what’s fun about
a Snicker’s bar that’s so small you can almost forget you’re eating it? I
guess they can fit in your pocket better, but really, what’s so much fun
about an awkwardly placed melted chocolate stain?
Tiny clothing— For whatever reason, this is some kind of function
where tininess of the clothing causes an exponential increase in price.
Things like this prove that people are masochists; why else would you
be willing to pay an exorbitant amount of money for something that
lets your flaws hang out for the world to see? Are three scraps of fabric,
some rhinestones, and some string really worth $500? When I could
make something similar given 20 minutes and a Bedazzler *and* keep
my self-esteem intact, I think the answer is no.
Tiny purses— Okay, seriously? I own clothing with pockets bigger
than these things, but practicality hasn’t seemed to put a damper on the
popularity of this particular accessory atrocity. I mean, this is fine for
people who have ‘people’ to hold things like, say, their driver’s license,
but for the rest of us, it just screams ‘high-maintenance’. Want your
boyfriend to hate you? Make him hold everything (lipstick, money, cell
phone, car keys, driver’s license, gum...) that won’t fit in your superfashionable purse... that’s the size of your fingernail.

Autocomplete Adversary
10. late—kate
The answer to my loneliness came a little late…
9. nam(e)—man
I don’t know her nam(e)!
8. home—good
That trashy girl went straight home!
7. in—go
I will never let that crazy girl in!

“So you change the requested
floor, but because you
don’t control anything
else, the elevator teleports
three floors and the doors
open. And that would be a
little frightening.”
— Dr. Clifton. If by ‘a
little frightening’ you
mean AWESOME, then
yes.
“I’ll never forget my first
BJT. I was 7.”
— Dr. Hoover... always
precocious.
“Sorry guys, convolution
makes me hot.”
— Dr. Throne. I think
someone wrote a song
about this...
“I go on weird websites and
look at how people do
stuff.”
— Dr. Brackin, who has
fallen victim to Rule 34
more times than she cares
to think about.
“Getting back on subject,
let’s talk about Calvin &
Hobbes!”
— Dr. Clifton. Finally,
something I have a
chance at understanding.

6. room—soon
I’ll leave her room.
5. no—on
I swear I told her no!
4. meal—neck
We shared a nice meal.
3. hug—4th
I had to hug a girl I didn’t even know!
2. case—base
The homework went well, we got to the third case.

Rose professors are known
for saying wacky things,
so write them down and
send them in to thornflipside@rose-hulman.edu

1. app—ass
She had a really nice app.

This day...
Albert Hoff			
1953: Dr.
man discovers

the psychadelic effects of LSD
in what will forever be known
as the best labratory accident
EVER. When the rest of us get
chemicals on our fingers, we end
up redesigning our fingerprints
with acid. Al? He gets some
chemicals on his hand and gets
pretty colors and a heightened
understanding of the mysteries
of the universe, man. Then what
does he do? Takes 10 times the
threshold dose and goes on a
bike ride. You know everything
they ever told you not to do in
lab? Al did it. This either makes
him a total badass or incredibly
lucky, and pretty much sums up
the 60’s

			

				

mikesdoodles.net

...in history

H

Horrible rumor of the week

undreds of seniors will gather in Olin hall this Saturday to finalize this year’s senior prank.
Exactly what will occur is unknown, but it will somehow involve six gallons of Mountain
Dew, 101 TI-30X calculators, a pointy hat, and three pigs.

This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I make you look at the flashing light and... where were we? If some of this offends you, pbbbbbt. All unattributed content was written by Noël Spurgeon, the evil overlord of the Flipside. The stuff that appears on this page does not
represent the opinions of the Rose Thorn, Rose-Hulman, you, me, or anyone else. So it turns out that an addendum to Rule 34 has been discovered... Rule 34 (b). If it exists, it’s a fetish. Anyone want to verify? Because I sure don’t. Spare me the gory details, m’kay?

